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I am sensible that some of these particulars require an explanation, but you must excuse me if I do not enter into a discussion of the action itself, or whether it was worth while to run the risk of such a misfortune ; whether it would not have been more eligible to lie on the defensive, and to make it the great object of the residue of the campaign to cover Maestricht and Bergen-op-Zoom; and if I confine all I have to say on those heads to what followed the action, and the opportunity thereby thrown in our way to bring the war to a happy issue, which had hitherto produced nothing but unhappiness, though conducted at different times by the two Princes, who had alone been thought worthy of the trust by the common voice of the Allies.
It is known to all Europe that General Ligonier was made a prisoner at Lauffeld, but not so universally how much honour he acquired in exchange for his liberty. It has been said that he owed his misfortune to his rashness, and it must be owned, that a man who with but thirty squadrons ventures to charge one hundred and fifty, does, at first sight, seem liable to such an imputation. But the characters of actions cannot be fairly given, unless a due regard be shown to the circumstances which attend them. Now the whole body of infantry under the command of his Royal Highness the Duke were exposed to the fury of these hundred and fifty squadrons, and nothing but the desperate attack in question could have saved them from being cut to pieces, or secured the person of his Eoyal Highness, or preserved Maestricht, which had otherwise fallen into the hands of the enemy the same evening; whereas they were so surprised and so